gradually to see that much of the difficulty with which the subject is beset arises not so much from the intrinsic difficulty as from the wrong interpretation which misapprehension and misconception have placed upon it, and that the disease represents, by a wrong name, not so much an imaginary complaint on the part of the patient, as a phase of medical opinion which is unsound and untenable.
Some remarks on cases of purposeless or motiveless malingering appeared in a recent number of the 'British Medical Journal,' Jan. 1st, 1870, in which it was distinctly stated that they were "almost invariably of the class known as hysterical." In other words, that "they were of the female sex, arrived at puberty anil unmarriedand the morbid conditions of the disease were attributed "to vanity, the love of attention, the desire to attract sympathy, and, perhaps," it was added, Cf the sheer pleasure of deception." These were followed the next week by "Remarks on Feigned or Hysterical Diseases of the Skin," in which it was said that " hysteria was essentially
an imitative disease," and although the morbid condition of system from which it originated was " chiefly confined to the softer sex, the result, probably, of reflex action connected with the organs of reproduction, yet there were rare instances of similar feignings in the male, though these were for the most part examples of malingering."
The pathology and psychology of these remarks appear to be as loose and incorrect as the wording which expresses them. An imaginary reflex action?reflex may be presumed to mean indirect, the hypothesis of direct action being inadmissible?of the organs of reproduction in the female is seriously represented as a substantial explanation of similar feignings and purposeless malingerings in the male; or, in other words, the malingering of a private soldier has its origin in the reflex action of his organs of reproduction, because similar conditions in the female have, by a purely gratuitous assumption, been designated hysterical. Again, in the medical evidence given before the Court of Common Pleas, Dec. 5th and 7th, 1869, Neither could she understand the length of time that some of these cases take to recover. " I am quite sure," she said on another occasion, " that my sister has had time enough noiv, and that she could do more if she likedand so she went on teazing the invalid and urging her to do more than she had the power to accomplish, and thus, with the best intention in the world, perpetually marring and deferring her amendment. There is a marked distinction to be drawn between the mere state of inertia which requires to be roused to action, and the condition of ill health and low power which is incapable of much exertion. It also becomes necessary to consider the indolent state with reference to the susceptible condition which appertains to it and is contingent upon it. There is the greatest possible difference between the dormant and quiescent stage of neurosis, with its liability to provocation from irritating causes, and the state of excitement which ensues when that liability has been called into play. There is no more apparent relation between the two than between the mere physical appearance of gun-cotton and its explosive properties. In the case of epilepsy this liability has been termed, by Dr 
